Following Your Dreams

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this video we see a little girl who is deaf and who is amazed by a similarly deaf old man, who plays the violin.  The girl decides to learn how to play the violin. At the start she could see people annoyed from the music she plays. She was put down by others and at some point decides to quit playing music. Frustrated from herself being different and deaf she turns back to the old man who tells her she doesn’t have to be like others and even though she can’t hear the music she can visualize and feel it.
The girl decides to continue learning how to play the violin. Days at a time, alone and away from everybody she practices and practices. Despite being putdown and bullied by others and her violin smashed to the floor, she decides to continue and participate in a classical music concert for musical talents. 
In the classical music concert the girl plays music and as she plays remembers all her frustrations and obstacles, she remembers all the hard work and all the people who tried to put her down. She amazes everyone with her performance and wins the competition and finally from the look on her face, it was all worth it. She showed everyone that she can do it. 
Why is this clip/story/book/news/article, etc.  Inspirational?  Why did you choose this story and not another one?
This video inspires us to never give up on our passions regardless of all the obstacles. The girl could not hear the music she loved to play but she managed to perfect it. She was put down by people around her but always decided to continue her passion. 
This video also inspires us to be supportive to everyone around us. By being supportive to the people around us we bring the best out of them.  Without the man being a role model and without his moral support, training and continuous support, the girl wouldn’t have been able to continue and perfect her music. 
What are lessons we can learn from it? Explain in details the lessons that can be derived from it
We should never be affected with other people’s actions toward us. If we believe in what we are doing and if we have a passion for anything, we should work hard for it.  Hard work and dedication will always lead us to success despite all the possible obstacles.  Once we find our passion in life, with proper guidance and enough motivation we can reach perfection in what we do.  People might try to put us down just because we are different, but we must be aware we shouldn’t be put down.
In this video we also learn that we should never ever be the person who puts people down. One day those people might reach the top. They might be different, but this doesn’t make us better in anyway.  
How can we apply this to different situations at school or at home? Can this apply to more than just academics?  If yes, what could be examples that teenagers and students might face other than just at school?
The situation we see in this video arise in our daily lives, inside school and outside school. In every situation be a source of guidance to the people around you. Show them what is right and what is wrong. Motivate them to fight for what they love, and motivate them to never give up on their passions. People might make fun of one of your peers who is bad in football although he loves football. Be there for him and motivate him, he might be one of the best football players in the future. Your friend might be struggling in math and others make fun of him. Motivate and support him, help him, and one day he might turn out to become a mathematician or an engineer.   
Etc. (you can develop the story more and more)
To reach your goals, work hard, have a role model, never give up, and never be affected by the negative people around you.  Always be supportive to the people around you and you will bring the best out of them, and definitely never try put people down because one day they might be better than you.
Can we relate it to an event that we know of? Does anyone have a personal story that applies to this particular one?
The world is full of stories like the one we are sharing. Edison (the inventor of the light bulb) had a teacher who once called him stupid and a failure. But those people made it despite having people around them trying to put them down.  There is a similar story with Albert Einstein (famous scientist). His teachers used to describe him as a failure and as stupid, yet he proved to be one of the most brilliant minds in history. Albert Einstein wrote, “Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid.
